
DESCRIBING A PAINTING 
 

 
Title 

 

 

 
Author 

 

 

 
Date 

 

 

 
Genre 

(landscape, portrait, self-portrait, 
nude, still life…) 

 

 
Technique 

 
• canvas / wood / paper… 
 
• oil painting / watercolour 

painting / acrylic painting / 
fresco painting… 

 

 
Description 

 
• In the background / in the 

middle ground / in the 
foreground 

 
• At the top / at the bottom 
 
• On the left / on the right 

 
• On the bottom left / on the 

bottom right / on the top 
left / on the top right / in 
the middle 

 
• People, animals, things… 

 
• Where they are 

 
• What they are like 

 
• What they are doing 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Colours 

 

 

 
Personal impression 

(depressing, sad, fun, beautiful, 
shocking, happy, exciting…) 
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