
CAVE ART (U.8) 
(Writing) 

 
Full name: __________________________________________ Class: _____ No.: ___ 
 
 
Use the information in this table about Palaeolithic painting to answer some 
questions. 
 

 
WHEN? 

 

 
35,000 years ago 

 
WHERE? 

 

 
Walls of caves 

 
WHAT? 

 

 
Paintings of animals: deer, bison, horses, mammoths 

 
HOW? 

 

 
COLOURS 

 

• Red, brown, yellow & black 
• Minerals mixed with egg 

 
 

BRUSHES 
 

 
Animal hair 

 
STYLE 

 

 
Realistic 

 
WHY? 

 

 
Possible ritual meaning 

 
EXAMPLES 

 

 
Altamira (Spain) & Lascaux (France) 

 
 

1. When do human beings start decorating caves with paintings? 

 

2. Where do they paint? 

 

3. What do they paint? 

 

4. What colours do they use? 
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5. How do they make their colours? 

 

6. How do they make their brushes? 

 

7. Is cave art realistic or abstract? 

 

8. What function have these paintings got? 

 

9. Where are the Altamira caves? 

 

10. Name an important example of cave art in France. 
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